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Executive Summary 
 
Watershed Vegetation Fire-Emergency Preparedness and Hazard Mitigation Pays Off 

 
Shortly before 10 am this morning, a wildland fire 
was reported near northbound Hwy 280 west of 
Belmont.  Cal Fire responded and received 
assistance from several neighboring fire 
departments, including Belmont Fire.  Because of 
an aggressive fire attack and excellent cooperation 
of responding agencies, the fire was brought under 
control by noon.  As of this update, fire crews 
remain on scene looking for hot spots and ensuring 
that the fire is completely out.     
 
The cause is under investigation by Cal Fire, but 
appears to have been started by a disabled vehicle 
on Hwy 280.  In all approximately 7 acres 
burned.  There were no injuries and no structures 

were damaged.  Another factor that helped keep this fire contained to the watershed area, 
was vegetation management in both the watershed area and in the neighboring Belmont 
Heights Neighborhood. Emergency Preparedness and Hazard Mitigation pays off! 
 

 
The City Of Belmont Needs Your Help to Plan For Future Emergencies  
 

The City is preparing a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(LHMP), where potential natural and human caused 
hazards that threaten our community are identified 
such as earthquakes, fire, flooding and the effects of 
climate change. The plan will also explore how these 
hazards would impact our community and identify the 
best ways to mitigate them, with a goal of saving lives 
and reducing property damage. Community input is 
vital to the development of this plan and we encourage 
the public to participate in both the development 
process of Belmont’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan and 
to comment on the draft Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 
prior to the City seeking final approval from the Federal 
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Emergency Management Agency. We want to hear from you on what you feel are the 
hazards facing Belmont and where we are and what we need to do to prepare. Please take a 
few minutes to participation in our Local Hazard Mitigation Survey. 
http://www.belmont.gov/how-do-i-/contribute/online-surveys-forms/hazard-mitigation-
survey 

 
 
Belmont Fire Department Civic Engagement 

Battalion Chief Kent Thrasher and Fire Chief 
John Healy attended the Belmont Rotary’s 
Lunch Meeting at last Monday. Kent provided 
members an overview of the fire department, 
including how service delivery is provided 
not only in Belmont but county-wide as well 
as Belmont’s shared management services 
and truck service with the cities of San Mateo 
& Foster City. Kent also provided up to date 
information on the wildfires burning 
throughout California.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chili Cook-Off Benefiting MDA a Huge Success  
 
This year’s San Mateo Firefighters Association’s 
Annual Chili Cook-Off which took place on 
Saturday, August 29th was again a huge success. 
Belmont Fire Department won the Judges Choice 
Award and San Mateo Fire Department won the 
People’s Choice Award. In all, there were twelve 
booths, (six fire agencies & six restaurants) and 
all the proceeds went to the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association (MDA). Congratulations to all who 
participated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/how-do-i-/contribute/online-surveys-forms/hazard-mitigation-survey
http://www.belmont.gov/how-do-i-/contribute/online-surveys-forms/hazard-mitigation-survey
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Battle of the Badges Softball Game 
Come join the Belmont Police and 

Fire Departments’ for the American 

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 

Battle of the Badges Softball Game 

on Saturday, September 19th from 

10am-2pm. The event will be held 

at the Carlmont High School 

Softball Field and proceeds from 

the event will go to the American 

Cancer Society. Come join us in the 

fight against cancer and for more 

information click here. 

   

 
 
 
 

 

Friday Night Lights – Carlmont Home Game Tonight  

Carlmont Scots will play their 
first of four home football 
games tonight on Scots Filed 
against Aragon High. Junior 
Varsity plays at 4:00 pm 

followed by Varsity at 7:00 pm. Come out and support the local youth sports and 
performing arts – Carlmont Band and Drum Line will perform.  

 
Long Range Property Management Plan (LRPMP)  
 
After a long and arduous effort with State’s 
Department of Finance, the Successor Agency’s 
Long-Range Property Management Plan was 
approved.  
 
This was the last, significant matter that was outstanding which required state approval in 
the dissolution wind down process of the prior Belmont Redevelopment Agency. 

http://www.belmont.gov/home/showdocument?id=12558
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Belmont Pavement Reconstruction Project – September 4th Update 

The bioretention area on Lower Notre Dame Avenue and roadway striping on all three 
project segments was completed this week. The majority of the remaining work will not 
require full street closures. 

Remaining work includes raising manholes and valves, installation of signs and inlets, 
adjusting conforms with adjoining properties and performing cleanup activities over this 
next couple of weeks.   

We thank you for your understanding and patience as we proceed to complete this project 
to improve our community. 
 
 
Street Sweeping Schedule Change Starting October 6th  
Effective October 6th the Public Works Drainage & Water Pollution Control Division will be 
conducting a 60-day trial period adjusting the City’s street sweeping schedule. 
 
This will only affect the current Monday schedule for Sterling Downs, Homeview and 
Downtown Neighborhoods.  The Department will evaluate the effectiveness of this change, 
and if the program meets its objectives the change will be made permanent. The following 
schedule will start October 6th: 
 

 Sterling Downs and Homeview neighborhoods will be swept on Wednesdays 

(instead of Mondays) starting October 7th, every other week.  

 Downtown neighborhood will be swept on Fridays (instead of Mondays) 

starting October 9th, then every other week. 

 
The Department will also be 
conducting enhanced sweeping in the 
retail/commercial/industrial areas 3 
times per week prior to sweeping of 
residential areas.  This enhanced 
sweeping is part of the Municipal 
Regional Permit (MRP) to help reduce 
litter and pollutants from entering our 
waterways. 
 
For more information, visit the City’s 
Street Sweeping Webpage HERE or 
contact Public Works at 650-595-7425. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/operations-maintenance/street-sweeping
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“My Belmont” Mobile App 
   The City of Belmont is proud to present to the community a new mobile app!   

Belmont’s new mobile app, called “My Belmont,” can be downloaded to your smartphone.  So now 

you can get be in touch with the city from your phone, wherever you go!  Please join the effort to 

continually improve engagement between Belmont residents and City Hall by downloading the “My 

Belmont” app today! 

 

 

    The “My Belmont” mobile app enables you to: 

 Submit non-emergency service requests (pothole, noise complaints, etc.) directly to the City, 

where it will be instantly routed to the correct person in the appropriate department. This 

means your service requests will be responded to quickly and efficiently, and you’ll be notified 

the instant they are resolved! 

 Also, use the app to browse the City’s Website, Calendar, News, and other information. 

 Download it today!  iPhone App Store | Google Play Store  | Or submit your request from your 

browser, at: www.belmont.gov/311   

 Also, see this video for more info:  

 

Click here for another Video about the "Public Stuff" mobile app 

https://appsto.re/us/0qOA5.i
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.publicstuff.belmont_ca&hl=en
http://www.belmont.gov/living-working-here/about-belmont/mybelmont-mobile-app#Video
http://youtu.be/lGxmTNuUQ38
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.publicstuff.belmont_ca&hl=en
https://appsto.re/us/0qOA5.i
https://youtu.be/Bn97IPOhs5Y
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Council Approves Public Outreach Process for Modernizing - Residential Development 
Standards and Tree Regulations 
 
The City has been working on providing homeowners with a more streamlined, affordable 
and predictable approval process for those owners who would like to improve their single 
family homes. This effort was initiated in March 2014, and after more than a year of 
concentrated evaluation, significant public input, and numerous public meetings, 
modifications have been identified in the following general categories: 
 

o Single Family Design Review Standards, General Regulations and Definitions 

o Tree Protection Updates 

o Parking Regulations 

o Secondary Dwelling Unit Requirements 

o Maximum Building Floor Area 

At the August 24th Council Meeting, the Council determined that they were seeking 
additional public outreach for the residential development standards and tree regulations 
project as follows:    
 

Notification.  A citywide mailer would be sent to all single family residential 
households within the city. This mailer will include a basic description of the 
proposed amendments, schedule, and information on how to obtain more detailed 
information (i.e., city website and contact phone numbers) and how to stay 
involved. 
 
Website & Social Media.  Evaluate and enhance the City’s website, and leverage social 
media for updates and details about the modifications.  The schedule will be kept 
current, a dedicated email address will be provided for questions or comments to 
staff, answers to frequently ask questions (FAQs) will be posted. 
 

Community Engagement Workshop.  Community Engagement Workshops (minimum 
of 2) will be scheduled where residents will be provided with information regarding 
the proposed modifications and they will have the opportunity to dialogue and 
provide feedback.  A staff presentation will include a discussion of why the 
ordinances are proposed for modification, what provisions are proposed for 
modification, and how these modifications could be achieved (implemented). A 
facilitator will work with attendees to review and comment on the proposed 
modifications. Staff and the facilitator will also answer questions and collect public 
feedback. 
 
Commission Meetings.  Public Hearings before the Planning and Parks & Recreation 
Commissions, as applicable; it is anticipated that hearing review could occur by 
category. Commissions will provide recommendations to the City Council on the 
proposed amendments. In addition, individual notification will be provided to those 
that request it (email notification recommended). 

 
Next Steps for Residential Development Standards and Tree Regulations 
The exact timing for the project will be dependent on how the categories are grouped, and 
revisions that may occur during the process. In addition, some review categories may move 
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quicker than others, so Public Hearings could be occurring for some categories while other 
categories are still under review (i.e., the overall process for all of the ordinance 
amendments may not be linear). In general terms, the process will ideally occur as follows: 
 

1. Mailing flyer and updating website – (September/October 2015) 
2. Community Engagement Workshop – (October/November 2015) 
3. Planning/Parks and Recreation Commissions & City Council Hearings –  
    (Fall 2015/Early 2016) 
4. Completion of modifications - (Early 2016) 
 

The City will continue to update its website with information as it becomes available.  
Please stay tuned and stay involved. 
 

Please use the link below to view the current amended ordinances under 
consideration or just go to the Community Development Department’s 
homepage on the City’s website at www.Belmont.gov for more information.   
 
2014 Residential Zoning and Tree Ordinance Amendments  

(This page will be updated as more information becomes available) 

For more information contact:  

 Damon DiDonato, Senior Planner, (650) 637-2908) ddidonato@belmont.gov 

 Carlos de Melo, Com. Development Director, (650) 595-7440 cdemelo@belmont.gov 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/community-development/planning-and-zoning/zoning-text-amendments
mailto:ddidonato@belmont.gov
mailto:cdemelo@belmont.gov
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Parks and Recreation 
 

Twin Pines Senior Center  
A sampling of this week’s attendees to some of the activities offered at the Twin Pines Senior 
& Community Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY 
Bread Program    15 attendees Video 
Aerobics   20 attendees 
French Conversation   15 attendees 

SENIOR LUNCH PROGRAM (Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thurs, 11:30) 
This week’s attendance: 118 
 

TUESDAY 
Tai Chi   12 attendees 
English Conversation  12 attendees 
Crafts Group  11 attendees 
Sewing & Quilting Group 10 attendees 

MOVIES (Tuesday, Wednesday & Thurs, 12:30) 
This week’s attendance: 45 
 

WEDNESDAY   
Strength Training  15 attendees 
Video Aerobics   20 attendees 
Spanish Class  14 attendees 
German Conversation  13 attendees 

 

THURSDAY 
Arthritis Exercise Class 10 attendees 
Bridge 11 attendees 

 

FRIDAY 
Chair Yoga  12 expected attendance 
BINGO  70 expected attendance 
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First Movie Night in the Park Success, One More Next Week if You Missed It  
 

The first of two movie nights took place Friday August 28th in the meadow, a thank you to all 
those that came out to enjoy this event.  It was a great turnout and wonderful  to see the 
Belmont community come together and spend some quality time outdoors.  
 
We are hopeful for another great turn out for our next movie which takes place on Friday, 
September 11th.   
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Maintenance Work Performed by Parks Crews  
 

 
Several irrigation repairs 
were conducted at Barrett 
Community Center.  A aging 
irrigation line was replaced 
in the lawn near the 
Community Learning 
Center.  A water mainline 
was repaired in the 
roadway at the entrance to 
Barrett from Ralston 
Avenue.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Along Hiller Avenue, several trees 
were pruned for pedestrian 
clearance.  Occasionally these trees 
will grow into the sidewalk and 
roadway making passage unsafe.  In 
the attached photo two palm trees 
have been cleared of dead fronds and 
opened up allowing for sunlight and 
fresh air to pass through the trees. 
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City Wide Project 
Updates   

 
Public Works Staff Responds Quickly to Paint Spill 
 
The Public Works Storm Operations Division crews responded to a call of a paint spill on 
Adelaide Way on Thursday, September 3rd.   Upon arrival, crews discovered white, water-
based paint along the curb and in the storm drain and took proper measures to contain the 
spill.   The city vactor truck was used to vacuum the discharge and prevent it from going 
further into the storm drain system.   The storm drain line and inlet was cleaned and 
granular absorbent was used to clean the street curb and gutter.   

          

 

 

 

  

 

Illicit discharge-water-based paint in Storm Drain          discharge contained in gutter with granual absorbent 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Vactor Truck used to vacuum paint from storm drain and street gutter. 
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Sewer Pipe Receives Patch 
 
As part of the City’s routine video inspection of the City’s sewer collection system, Public 
Works crews discovered two holes in the sewer main in front of 390 El Camino Real near 
Davey Glen Road.  Sewer maintenance staff patched the defective pipe area using the “Pipe 
Patch” method; a trenchless one-piece jointless, seamless, pipe within a pipe that seals the 
pipe from within for smaller pipe repairs.  This process is a cost effective trenchless 
technology and replaces the need to dig out the area for the needed repairs.  The photos 
below were taken by robotic camera inside the pipe before and after pipe patch was placed. 
 

                          

  Damaged pipe before trenchless repair                                            Sewer pipe after trenchless repair 
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Traffic Operations 

  Performed weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections 

 Conducted visual inspection of lighted crosswalks 

 Banners 1 Down, 2 Up 

 Reset roadway delineators on Island parkway  
 Manufactured 6 new signs 
 Installed street light pole on Wakefield Drive that was removed to facilitate water 

main repair 
 Installed 16 LED lantern style street lights 
 Provided portable generator training for Ralston Ranch pumping station 
 Dropped off and picked up barricades from temporary street closure on Middlesex 
 Installed 3 new “NO U-TURN” time limit signs on Buena Vista 
 Assisted street crew with paving 
 Preped Traffic counters for installation in support of the Engineering Division 
 Attended Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) training 

 
Annual City-Wide Red Curb Painting 
The Department of Public Works is currently conducting the annual city-wide red curb 
painting of existing red curb in residential neighborhoods. Repainting will be performed in 
scheduled sections of the city and will continue until the repainting is complete.  
 
****Please note: depending on the section “boundary”, your property may be in one 
section and your neighbor in another, therefore the red curb repainting will happen on a 
different day.   For further information, you may contact the Public Works Department at 
650-595-7425. 
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Streets Division            

 Marked out 15 Underground Service Alert tags 

 Sawcut at 4 locations for upcoming digouts 

 Dug out 9.73 tons of alligated asphalt in front of 2000 Monroe 

 Compacted the base and oiled the patch 

 Applied 9 tons of hot AC in 2 lifts compacted with the roller  

  

Storm Division 
 Performed twice-weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, dam, v-ditch, and 

dock 

 Swept 154 curb miles resulting in the collection of 13.45 tons of debris collected 
which would have otherwise made its way into waterways 

 Video inspected 398 feet of storm line  
 Inspected 34 Drain Inlets  
 Inspected 13 Storm Manholes through the use of the camera van 

 Inspected and cleaned both Harbor and Ralston Storm Pump Stations 

 Cleared overgrowth from Belmont Creek between El Camino Real and Old County 
Road 
 
 

Sewer Division   

 Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations 

 The service truck (205) responded to 11service calls  

 Checked and emptied 10 city garbage cans throughout the city 

 Jetted (cleaned) 4,880 feet of sewer main 

 Performed video inspection on 398 feet of sewer pipe 

 Logged daily onsite pump runtime hours at all pump stations 

 Cleaned debris catcher at Ralston Ranch pump station 

 Repaired City sewer main in 2 spots on El Camino Real using trenchless pipe patch 

technology  

 Compiled an “in need of repair” list for sewer main and sewer manholes for the next 

sewer repair project 

 Attended training on SOP’s (Standard Operating Procedures) for sanitary sewer 

overflows 

 Helped cleanup illicit discharge of water-based paint on Adelaide  
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Belmont Creek Vegetation Cleared in Preparation for the Upcoming Rainy Season  

The Public Works Storm Division crew cleared overgrown vegetation from Belmont Creek 
along Harbor Boulevard between El Camino Real and Old County Road this week. 
Maintenance staff removed over a ½ of ton of vegetation from the creek and which should 
provide increased capacity in the creek for the upcoming rainy season.  

 
(Before) Belmont Creek east side Harbor Boulevard                    (After) Belmont Creek east side Harbor Boulevard   

      
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

  (Before) Belmont Creek west side Harbor Boulevard               (After) Belmont Creek west side Harbor Boulevard   
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NDNU Students Conduct Cleanup 

On Monday, August 31st, approximately 180 NDNU Freshmen students participated in their 

Community Service Day. Belmont Public Works provided cleanup supplies, and the Parks 
Department coordinated with students as they performed community service throughout 
the city.   
 
The work included invasive plant removal, litter and debris pick-up, as well as shrub 
pruning.  At Twin Pines Park, volunteers removed invasive ivy from tree trunks.  At 
O’Donnell Park, large areas of pine needles were cleared from landscape beds.  Non-native 
plants, litter and debris were removed from the Water Dog Open Space.  Barrett 
Community Center received attention with weed removal and litter cleanup.   
 
These volunteers, in giving their time and energy, support the community and are able to 
offer valuable assistance to the City of Belmont.   
 
Thank you NDNU Freshmen students for your outstanding work in the community! 

     

Garbage collected from Waterdog Lake area, O’Donnel Park, Twin Pines Park and Barrett. 
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California Coastal Cleanup Day-Belmont Creeks to Bay 
This year’s Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day-Belmont Creeks to Bay is just 
around the corner.  Join your friends, neighbors and other organizations as we cleanup 
Belmont’s waterways for this not-to-be-missed event!  Saturday, September 19th from 
9:00am to Noon @ One Twin Pines Lane. 
 
 

  has donated gift cards for a FREE TACO during this cleanup 
event, and will be available on a first come, first serve basis.   
 
 

 
 
Enter your name in the Rain Barrel 
Raffle that will be held during the 
event. 

 
VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
Cleanup Volunteers:  Please sign 
up HERE        
Event Staff Volunteers:  Please 
contact Diane Lynn @ 
dlynn@belmont.gov or 595-7425. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-xzUHMAVlKmbXHD-qQCFJz8ei62vj58JWfNl4eN02uI/viewform
mailto:dlynn@belmont.gov
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 Community Calendars  
 
Twin Pines Community Center  
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Belmont Public Library 
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